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SOAR Launches Trail Run Series
To Support SOAR Renewal

PATAGONIA PARTNERS IN 5-YEAR CAMPAIGN

SOAR is joining forces with Patagonia and three other local races to launch the
SOAR Trail Run Series this fall. This series of five great off-road trail runs will

include the 7th annual SOAR Run Through the Orchards on October 9 and the
Patagoma Salmon Run on November 6.

This year’s SOAR Run Through
the Orchards will expand to include

TRAIL RUN SERIES
a 10K race as well as a pre-race

Audubon-led bird walk. OCTOBER 2
European X( Challenge 5k/10k
In addition to Patagonia, other Olivas Adobe Park, Ventura

partners in the SOAR Trail (ompeteGreen_com
Run Series include Inside Track,

= s . CompeteGreen.com, and Josh
Splker Each has committed a portion of the proceeds from their races to support
SOAR’s work and heighten awareness of the upcoming battle to renew the RunThrough the Orchards
SOAR boundaries, most of which will expire in 2020. Tierra Rejada Valley, Moorpark  SOARusa.org

OCTOBER 23
Camarillo Off-Road 5k
Mission Oaks Park  OffRoad5k.com

OCTOBER9
7th Annual SOAR 5k/10k

Those who participate in the complete series will receive special awards for
supporting SOAR and trail running in Ventura County. There will also be
performance-based awards for those who accumulate points over the course of

the series. We hope to see many SOAR members participating. NOVEMBER6 patagonia
18th Annual 5k Salmon Run
CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS! Ventura River, Ventura
Join the greatest volunteer crew on Earth this fall by helping out at the patagonia.com/salmonrun

October 9 SOAR Run Through the Orchards. With our expanded 5K/10K
format we’ll need more volunteers than ever this year, and we’ll need help
before the 9th as well. Email us at volunteer@SOARusa.org to let us know
you'd like to be on our team!

NOVEMBER 20

Aloha Turkey Roundup 4k/8k
Arroyo Verde Park, Ventura
InsideTrackVentura.com

REGISTER FOR ALL RACES AT:

Prime Farmland Threatened
The SOAR boundaries effectively safequard much of Ventura County’s agricultural land from sprawl develop-
ment. But farmland inside of urban boundaries can be developed by a vote of just three or four people on a
city council. Read inside about two such projects where city councils are paving the way for development of
the last remaining pieces of farmland in their urban boundaries - and join SOAR to help us continue to be or visit RunSOAR. org
Ventura County’s most effective organization for fighting to preserve agricultural resources!

INSIDE THIS EDITION: COUNTYWIDE SUCCESSES, COUNTYWIDE CHALLENGES see Pages 2-3




THE CONEJO CREEK PROJECT:

AVISIBLETIPPING POINT FOR COUNTY FARMLAND
N x‘ / than Oxnard’s River Park development and

would build more housing units than the

failed Hidden Creek/North Park development or Adams
Canyon project! Answer: The Conejo Creek Properties
development proposed to be built on one of the most
viewed pieces of farmland in the County.

hat proposed project is larger in land mass

The project received an initial thumbs up by all members
of the Camarillo City Council, and now the developer
and the City are working to release the project’s EIR
(Environmental Impact Report) this fall in anticipation of
future City Council hearings.

The 740 acres of farmland located at the base of the
Conejo Grade that the development would pave

over would be a visible tipping point for our county’s
agricultural roots. Additionally, the 2,500 residential units
and 100 acres of industrial development slated for the
land would add over 25,000 car trips each day to already
congested roads.

Compounding concerns for the
project’s location, creeks surround
the proposed development site
on three sides and the land is
also in a floodplain right at the
confluence of the Conejo and
Calleguas Creeks. Both creeks
currently flow naturally into one
of the largest coastal salt marsh
estuaries in Southern California,
Mugu Lagoon. Urban run-off is
known to be the single greatest
cause of estuary degradation, and
urban runoff from the Conejo
Creek project will impact both
the Lagoon’s critical brown
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pelican nesting sites and its viability as a stop-over for
thousands of migrating birds.

In addition to creating a precedent-setting loss to prime
farmland, and generating excessive traffic, increasing
the potential for flooding, and impacting Mugu Lagoon,
the Conejo Creek project would also bring urbanization
closer to Naval Base Ventura County.

If approved, the project would be the first to leapfrog
across Pleasant Valley Road towards the Naval Base.
Bringing “sensitive receptors” -- i.e., people living under
flight paths-- would create noise and safety concerns that
the Base would have to address. Military air stations with
their flight training operations have seen base reductions
and/or closures throughout the country due to encroach-
ing urban development. The Conejo Creek project would
bring similar concerns to Naval Base Ventura County
which is our county’s largest employer (16,000 jobs).

There are many reasons to join SOAR’s Rapid Response
team, not the least of which is so you can be notified
when you can comment on the Conejo Creek project.
By all of us joining together our voices will be heard loud
and clear. Adding your voice with hundreds of other
SOAR members will help protect farmland and open
space countywide, and be a greater resource to help in
your own part of the county, too.

SOUTHSHORE AND THE NEED
FOR VOTER APPROVAL

On a 3-2 vote, the Oxnard City Council recently ap-
proved a 1,545 unit housing project called SouthShore
on farmland near the Ormond Beach wetlands. Un-
fortunately this stretch of farmland is inside the City
of Oxnard’s urban boundary limit so a SOAR vote was
not required. Instead of tens of thousands of voters
having a say on this significant
intrusion into farmland, just
three people on the city coun-
cil decided the farmland’s fate,
over the objections of residents
concerned with traffic conges-
tion, loss of farmland, impacts
to sensitive ecosystems, and
water overdrafting. The hous-
ing project, which also needs
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approval by LAFCo, is currently
headed to court in a suit filed by
opponents.

Before SOAR laws sunset in
2020, we will be looking at a




new initiative to extend their duration, and we will also
be reviewing all the existing SOAR boundaries. Your
opinion matters. Please contact us with your thoughts
at www.SOARusa.org.

CANADA LARGA DEVELOPMENT
PROPOSAL TURNED BACK

VENTURA RIVER PARKWAY PROPOSAL ADVANCED

SOAR joined a coalition with a number of other envi-
ronmental groups to successfully oppose inclusion of the
Cafiada Larga Valley in the City of Ventura’s Westside

MOORPARK PROTECTS PART OF TIERRA
REJADA WILDLIFE CORRIDOR

The small City of Moorpark stepped up big time when
their City Council voted to purchase 80 acres of open
space outside its city limits. The land is part of the Tierra
Rejada Valley which is one of the last linkages left for
wildlife that travel between the Santa Susana Mountains,
the Simi Hills and the Santa Monica Mountains. This

is the City’s largest purchase of open space to date and
was facilitated by a fee the City received from developers.
Councilmember Roseann Mikos, a SOAR member, tells
us the City is exploring potential additional open space

development proposal.

Adding the pristine valley to the
development proposal was originally
approved on a 4-3 vote of the Ventura
City Council (Andrews, Monahan,
Tracy, and Weir in favor; Brennan,
Fulton and Morehouse opposed).
Following the coalition’s vigorous and
effective community organizing, the
city council voted unanimously to
limit the Westside revitalization effort
to the area inside the existing city
boundaries.

The coalition partners are now focus-
ing energy on a long-term project to
develop a Ventura River Parkway.

The ultimate goal is continuous public
open space from the headwaters of

the Ventura River all the way to the
ocean, reconnecting residents with the river and protect-
ing sensitive areas in the floodplain.

Thank you to our SOAR Rapid Response Team members
whose emails and testimony helped win this victory for
Ventura.

JONES RANCH DEVELOPMENT REMOVED
FROM OXNARD GENERAL PLAN

Following two years of strenuous community opposition,
and faced with the daunting prospect of a SOAR vote,

the City of Oxnard has dropped a proposal to annex
nearly 500 acres of farmland between Oxnard and Ventura
from its 2030 General Plan. The Del Norte Community
Extension area, also known as Jones Ranch, would have
replaced SOAR-protected fields with more than 2,500
homes in the area north of El Rio.

Caiada Larga Valley stays undeveloped
Photo: Carrie Vonderhaar / Aerial support from LightHawk

purchases, in collaboration with other
entities. These will not only help en-
sure wildlife passage and keep coyotes,
bobcats, deer, mountain lions, etc. out
of residential areas, but will also help
buffer the city from development with
permanently protected open space.

LOS ANGELES TRASH TO FUND
OPEN SPACE PURCHASE!

Millions of dollars for the purchase

of natural open space will be made
available from a fee that came with the
approval last month of the expansion
to the Simi Valley Landfill. The “Sus-
tainability Fee” imposed by the Board
of Supervisors will place a surcharge

on out-of-county trash as a means of
sustaining more landfill capacity for
Ventura County. The Board has verbally agreed to set
aside 40% of the proceeds (expected to net over $100 mil-
lion over the life of the permit) for open space acquisition,
county parks, and recycling. A formal vote on the distri-
bution is expected in September. If you haven’t already
done so, join our Rapid Response team and support the
open space fund when it comes up for a formal vote.

Our /Mission

SOAR’s mission is to make Ventura County a better place to

live by limiting urban sprawl, protecting open space and
agricultural lands, and promoting livable and sustainable

communities in the county and surrounding regions.

JOIN ¢ DONATE ¢ VOLUNTEER

Share this newsletter with your friends

ﬁ SOARusa.org
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SOAR FOUNDATION CIRCLE MOMENTUM GROWS

Join now to secure your spot on the 2012 Foundation Circle!

wo years ago we called for 50 SOAR sup-

porters to step up to the plate with an an-

nual donation of $500 or more to provide
the funds needed to keep SOAR at the forefront
of the fight to stop urban sprawl and protect
open space and farmland in Ventura County.

SOAR members have generously answered

that call, and now for two straight years we’ve
met our target. We celebrated in May with our
2nd annual Foundation Circle “Brunch on the
Riviera.” Foundation Circle and SOAR board
members participated in a lively discussion about
the future of SOAR and Ventura County while
enjoying a delicious locally grown meal prepared
by chef, Ventura city councilmember and SOAR
board member Brian Brennan on a beautiful
deck overlooking the Pacific at the top of the
Ventura Hills.

To join our core financial supporters and secure
your spot at the 2012 Foundation Circle event,
fill out and return the enclosed envelope today.

Thank you to everyone who joined the 2011 SOAR Foun-
dation Circle with their donation of $500 or more:

Al and Marilyn Adam
Anonymous
Patricia Feiner Arkin and Edward Arkin
John and Lorraine Beley
George Berg and Gail Topping
Tom Berg
Steve Bennett and Leslie Ogden
Merrill Berge and Jay Clancy
Claudia Bill-de la Pefia
and Ron de la Pefia
Cheryl and John Brant
Wolf Breiman and Debbie Diamond
Brian Brennan
Mark and Penny Burley
Linda and Kevin Cannon
Chapala Cafe
Nancy Chapman
Peter and Susan Cheney
Yvon and Malinda Chouinard
Joe Connett and Elzbet Diaz de Leon
Mindy Cooper-Smith and Robert James 1I
Marilyn Cothran
Gary Cramer and Marjorie Herring
Chuck Cronin
Janice Davis and Tom Ritch
Marcia Edwards
Bill and Kate Faulkner
Jim and Jeannette Flynn
Donna and Ken Gold
Janet and Joel Goldberg
Helene and Michael Gollub
Carolyn Greene
Bob Guthrie and Wendy Sauter
Hartigan/Foley
Denise and Todd Helfstein
Steven and Marsha Hively
Java Frost

Ericand Donna Johanson
Gordon and Suzanne Johnston
Jay and Linda Kapitz

Edward and Diane Keay
Robert and Janet Liberman
C.E. and Diane Mabry

Paul and Christine Magie
Frank and Christine Martin
Douglas and Mary Jo McLeod
Barbara Meister

Roseann Mikos

Leo and Vieno Molitor
Richardson Morse

Dawn and Roger Mortara
Lowell Novy, DVM

Sherry and Bob 0’Hollaren
Larry and Nancy Older

Linda and Al Parks

Betsy Patterson and Al Stroberg
Wilma Poe

Clyde and Joy Pratt

Eugene and Shirley Radding
Louise and Mike Roberts
Colleen Robles

Brian Rocheleau

Fred and Gail Rosenmund
David Ross

Laurel Rutledge

Daniel Silver, MD

Hank and Sue Stoutz

Susan and Ronald Tansky
Chuck Thomas

Jane Tolmach

Craig and Sara Jane Underwood
Nancy Settle Vaniotis

Tom and Kerry Weisel

Jason and Jodi Womack
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